AUTISM SUNDAY
Autism Sunday 2012—The International Day

of Prayer for Autism & Asperger’s Syndrome-
February 11th, 2012

There are over 67 million people with autism
around the world. Many suffer without
proper public services. The current credit
crunch and recession has devastated many
families with Autism & Asperger’s Syndrome
around the world. Autism Sunday—The In-
ternational Day of Prayer for Autism and As-
perger’'s Syndrome was founded by autism
campaigners lvan and Charika Corea in
2002 Autism Awareness Year with a historic
service at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London.
Since then the occasion has become a
huge worldwide event with Cathedrals’,
churches, religious organization participat-
ing in it from the United State of America to

India.

t\ The Autism Awareness Ribbon

The puzzle pattern of this ribbon
reflects the mystery and complexity
of autism.

The different colors and shapes
represents the diversity of people
and families living with this

disorder.

The brightness of this ribbon
signals hope - hope through
research and increasing awareness
in people like you.
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What is Autism? Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a neurological
disorder that affects functioning and development of the brain. Autistic
individuals may not look any different from you or I, but they see, hear and
sense things differently. This can affect their ability to reason, to commu-
nicate and to interact with others. Autism is a spectrum disorder, which
means there is a wide variation in how it affects individuals. Some have an
obsession with certain activities and aversion to certain food textures, or
difficulty in making friends. Many others are completely withdrawn “into
their own world”, unable to communicate or even say the names of family
members. ASD occurs in approximately 1 in 150 children in Canada and 1
in 100 in NL and is on the rise. That means that every 20 minutes there is a
child being diagnosed with ASD. It is 4 to 5 times more common in boys.
‘While most forms are usually evident before 3 years of age, one form is not
usually apparent until late childhood, Asperger’s Syndrome. The causes
are still unknown, and, for now there is no cure. ASD is not a mental disor-
der, nor is it a form of mental retardation, intellectual capacity may or may
not be affected. ASD is not a childhood disorder. Children with ASD
become adults with ASD.

Autism Society of NL, South & Central Chapter
7 High Street PO Box 133 GF-W, NL A2A 2J4
P:709-489-4190 F: 709-489-0694

info@asnl.ca www.asnl.ca
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